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What is

Autism?
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Autism is a
Neurodevelopmental Disability
that affects the ability to
process information
particularly in the areas of
communication and social
interaction.

Autism affects approximately 1
in 31 children born in the US.

Autism is a spectrum condition
so no 2 people are alike or will
have the same challenges



Interests
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Autistic “Specia

Common Ones Uncommon Ones
e Trains * Toilets
e Dinosaurs e Roller Coasters
e Sci-Fi * Greek Mythology
* Disney
* Sports

 Video Games



The Three Functional Levels of Autism

ASD Level 1
Requiring Support
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difficulty initiating social
interactions

ASD Level 2
Requiring
Substantial Support

social interactions limited
to narrow special interests

ASD Level 3
Requiring Very
Substantial Support

severe deficits in verbal
and nonverbal social
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" Controversies within the Autistic Self-
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: Advocacy Community

*  Controversy over ABA (Normalization vs. Living in this world)
*  ASAN vs. Autism Speaks vs. ASA

e Puzzle Piece vs. Infinity Symbol

*  Standing out vs. Blending In

*  Neurodiversity Movement

*  Autism and Other Diversities (Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation).



- “Eﬁ:i‘
L

No Credible evidence exists or has exited tying Autism to MMR or other
vaccines.

No Evidence Exists linking Autism to Tylenol usage by mother.

Most of the Autism-Vaccine information comes from a study by British former
doctor Andrew Wakefield who was found to have committed fraud and
falsified his data and retracted his study.



The Autism S pectrum

Child & Adolescent Psychological Evaluations, LLC =~  Matt Lowry, LPP MattLowryLPP.com
Proprioception Interoception
Sensing Body Position, Dancing, Internal Sense, Hunger, Thirst,
Walking on Tiptoes or Sides of Feet Feeling Full, Going to the Bathroom,

Sleep, Menstruation
Awareness of Emotions, Alexithymia
Hyper- /Hyposensitivity to Pain

Emotional Intensity

Meltdowns, Shutdowns, Overload,
Situational Mutism, Hyporeactivity
Justice Sensitivity

Rocking, Swaying, Spinning, Movement
Sitting in Chairs in Odd Positions

Exteroception

Sensing the Outside World,
Hypersensitive, Hyposensitive
Lights are too bright,
noises are too loud,

clothes are itchy
Sti Communication
ImsS ;
Energy Regulation, Differences
Repetitive Movements, _ Echolalia, Palilalia, Echopraxia,
Sensory Seeking g Scripting, Eye Contact, Infodumps,

Fidgeting with Hands
Making Sounds, Singing

SPINs

SPecial INterests,
Intense Research,

Body Language,
Tangential Conversation

Relationship
Information Hunger, Differences

Collections i | Rejection Sensitivity, Masking,
Love of Libraries, Museums, Executive Bonding through Special Interests

Animals, and Gardens S o
Functioning

Hyperfocus, Demand Avoidance,
Hygiene, Process Complexity,
Autistic Inertia, Difficulty Changing Tasks

Expectation Sensitivity



People with Autism do not need to be “fixed” just taught to live in
society.

People with Autism often have high anxiety, obsessive or repetitive
thoughts, and social isolation leading to depression.

Suicide is the leading cause of death among autistic people without
intellectual disabilities. Among those with intellectual it’s epilepsy.






» ADHD is Neuro-Biological Disorder affecting the Pre-Frontal

Cortex of the brain which is responsible for EXECUTIVE
FUNCTIONING

» Hyperactive
» Inattentive
» Combined Type

» Neuro-Transmitter Dysfunction
= Dopamine
= Serotonin

= Norepinephrine
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» Organization
> Prioritization
» Time Perception

» Impulse Control
» Hyperactivity
» Attention Regulation

» Short Term Memory



Diagnosable ADHD

cutive Functioning Impairment

Mild EF Impairment




THIS IS NOT HOW THE BRAIN WORKS




dopamine
receptor
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“It’s Not that the work is harder. It’s
that there are so many more things |
need to remember this year”



“Everybody is a genius. But if you
judge a fish by its ability to climb a
tree it will live its whole life believing






» “Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is
neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties
with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor
spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties typically
result from a deficit in the phonological component of
language that is often unexpected in relation to other
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom
instruction(International Dyslexia Association).



Typical readers
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A VIEW FROM THE

INSIDE:
ADHD, Autism & Dyslexia

Q&A

Michael Gilberg, Robert M. Tudisco,  Ptahra Jeppe,
Esq. Esq. Esq.
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